March 26, 1996

SEC. 202. PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN ANTARCTIC
RESOURCE ACTIVITIES.

(a) AGREEMENT OR LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—Section 4 of the Antarctic Protec-
tion Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 2463) is amended by
striking ‘‘Pending a new agreement among
the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties in
force for the United States, to which the
Senate has given advice and consent or
which is authorized by further legislation by
the Congress, which provides an indefinite
ban on Antarctic mineral resource activities,
it”” and inserting in lieu thereof “It’.

(b) REPEALS.—Sections 5 and 7 of such Act
(16 U.S.C. 2464 and 2466) are repealed.

(c) REDESIGNATION.—Section 6 of such Act
(16 U.S.C. 2465) is redesignated as section 5.
e Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, today
I join with Senator KERRY in intro-
ducing the Antarctic Science, Tourism,
and Conservation Act of 1996, which
will implement the Protocol on Envi-
ronmental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty. The protocol was signed by the
United States b years ago and approved
by the Senate in the 102d Congress; yet
implementing legislation remains to be
completed. In the 103d Congress, the
Senate Commerce Committee reported
implementing legislation, but dif-
ferences among key agencies and inter-
ests prevented further action. Now that
those differences have been reconciled,
it is timely to complete the implemen-
tation effort.

I had the opportunity to visit Antarc-
tica in 1988, and can attest both to its
pristine beauty and to the unique sci-
entific activities being conducted
there. As many of my colleagues know,
the activities of U.S. citizens and inter-
ests in Antarctica are almost exclu-
sively those of federally sponsored sci-
entific expeditions, together with their
Federal logistics support. These activi-
ties are concentrated at the edge of the
ice shelf and are based at the three
U.S. research stations: McMurdo,
South Pole, and Palmer. The peak of
activity occurs at the height of the
Antarctic summer, when there are
about 1,200 personnel at McMurdo, 140
at South Pole, and 40 at Palmer. Occa-
sional U.S. tourists visit as well, under
the overall responsibility of the Na-
tional Science Foundation [NSF]. NSF
and the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration [NOAA] are the
main scientific agencies, and the logis-
tics and icebreaking support is pro-
vided by the Navy and Coast Guard.

The Antarctic provides scientists
with a truly unique laboratory to con-
duct research that cannot be carried
out anywhere else. During my visit I
was impressed by a number of dedi-
cated scientists operating under dif-
ficult circumstances to help us to un-
derstand better our global environ-
ment. I witnessed NOAA’s ozone hole
research at the South Pole, the sam-
pling of ice cores at the Newell Glacier
along the coast, and marine biology in-
vestigations at McMurdo. Much of this
research has implications for the long
term survival of human beings.

We must recognize, however, that
such scientific endeavors need to be
carried out with great care in an envi-
ronment as fragile as Antarctica’s.
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This is essential if Antarctica is to re-
main a natural reserve that is of great
scientific wvalue for generations to
come. While much has been done in re-
cent years to improve the environ-
mental soundness of U.S. operations
there, the Antarctic Science, Tourism,
and Conservation Act of 1996 will help
to ensure that present and future U.S.
activities comply with the highest en-
vironmental standards. Implementa-
tion of the protocol is long overdue,
and I am hopeful that we can enact
this bill very soon.e

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 186
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii [Mr.
INOUYE] was added as a cosponsor of S.
186, a bill to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act with respect to
purchases from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve by entities in the insular
areas of the United States, and for
other purposes.
S. 358
At the request of Mr. HEFLIN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina [Mr. HOLLINGS] was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 358, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for an excise tax exemption for
certain emergency medical transpor-
tation by air ambulance.
S. 413
At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
[Mr. SARBANES] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 413, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to increase
the minimum wage rate under such
Act, and for other purposes.
S. 1386
At the request of Mr. BURNS, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
[Mr. BoND] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1386, a bill to provide for soft-metric
conversion, and for other purposes.
S. 1448
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois [Mr.
SIMON] was added as a cosponsor of S.
1448, a bill to establish the National
Commission on Gay and Lesbian Youth
Suicide Prevention, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1491
At the request of Mr. GRAMS, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
[Mr. ASHCROFT], the Senator from
Oklahoma [Mr. NICKLES], the Senator
from South Carolina [Mr. THURMOND],
the Senator from California [Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN], the Senator from South Caro-
lina [Mr. HOLLINGS], the Senator from
North Dakota [Mr. DORGAN], and the
Senator from Alabama [Mr. SHELBY]
were added as cosponsors of S. 1491, a
bill to reform antimicrobial pesticide
registration, and for other purposes.
S. 1568
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from California
[Mrs. BOXER] was added as a cosponsor

S2867

of S. 1568, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
extension of certain expiring provi-
sions.
S. 1610
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1610, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the stand-
ards used for determining whether indi-
viduals are not employees.
S. 1612
At the request of Mr. HELMS, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
[Mr. SIMPSON] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1612, a bill to provide for increased
mandatory minimum sentences for
criminals possessing firearms, and for
other purposes.
S. 1618
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Indiana [Mr.
CoATs] was added as a cosponsor of S.
1618, a bill to provide uniform stand-
ards for the award of punitive damages
for volunteer services.
S. 1641
At the request of Mr. GRAMS, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
[Mr. FEINGOLD] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1641, a bill to repeal the con-
sent of Congress to the Northeast
Interstate Dairy Compact, and for
other purposes.
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 42
At the request of Mrs. KASSEBAUM,
the name of the Senator from Florida
[Mr. GRAHAM] was added as a cosponsor
of Senate Concurrent Resolution 42, a
concurrent resolution concerning the
emancipation of the Iranian Baha’i
community.
SENATE RESOLUTION 85
At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from Utah [Mr.
HATcH] was added as a cosponsor of
Senate Resolution 85, a resolution to
express the sense of the Senate that ob-
stetrician-gynecologists should be in-
cluded in Federal laws relating to the
provision of health care.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE PRESIDIO PROPERTIES
ADMINISTRATION ACT OF 1996

GORTON (AND MURRAY)
AMENDMENT NO. 3565

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. GORTON (for himself and Mrs.
MURRAY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to
amendment No. 3564 proposed by Mr.
MURKOWSKI to the bill (H.R. 1296) to
provide for the administration of cer-
tain Presidio properties at minimal
cost to the Federal taxpayer; as fol-
lows:

SEC. 01. VANCOUVER NATIONAL HISTORIC RE-
SERVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Vancouver National Historic Reserve in
the State of Washington (referred to in this
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